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Pushpa Arabindoo initially trained in architecture (Chennai, India) before getting an MS in Urban Design 

(Pratt Institute, New York, USA) and a PhD in Planning (LSE, London, UK). Since 2008, she is a lecturer in 

Geography and Urban Design at UCL Department of Geography, and is a co-director of the inter-

disciplinary UCL Urban Laboratory. She also serves as an editor at the CITY Journal. Cutting across the 

interdisciplinary realms of architecture, humanities and social sciences, she draws from her long-standing 

research on one particular city (Chennai) to contribute to critical urban studies and planning debates 

including bourgeois urbanism, ecological imaginations, informality, and more recently on transitional 

energy. She is currently working on her monograph on Chennai.   
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